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DISCOVER.MAKE.
PLAY.LEARN.
WHAT’S INSIDE:

• This activity is a recipe 
for fun wiTh FLight! 

Simply print, COlor, and Then 
COnstruct to make your birds 

really sail.

SAFETY FIRST!
STEAM Explorers projects are 
intended to be performed under adult 
supervision. Although Color by 
Coding is a low risk activity, we like 

to leave this here... Appropriate 
and reasonable caution is 
recommended when activities 
call for any items that could be of 

risk, including, but not limited to: 

sharp tools, hot glue, chemicals, 

batteries, scissors, and small 
items that could present a choking 

hazard. If you are unsure of the 
safety or age appropriateness of 

an activity, please consult your 
child’s doctor.

How to Join The STEAM Explorers
& LEft Brain Craft Brain

COmmunity
STEAM Explorers (and Left Brain Craft Brain, too) is 
a global community! Come get activity ideas, chat 
about STEAM, and share your pictures with us on both 
Facebook and Instagram. We love to see all of the ways 
you incorporate STEAM into your kids’ worlds!

LEft Brain Craft Brain FacebooK Page

What is
STEAM Explorers is a monthly digital magazine plus kid-
safe online project portal filled with STEAM. It’s loaded 
with a monthly activity calendar, fun articles to read, 
jokes to tell, projects to do, printables to color, videos 
to watch, and more. Kids will enjoy making, playing, 
discovering, and learning their way through each month’s 
issue!

LEft Brain Craft Brain on InstagraM

?

WHAT IS STEAM?
STEAM is The abbreviation for Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, & MaTh.
It’s an integrated approach to 
learning that encourages students to think more broadly about real-world problems. 
Why do we need The A in STEAM?
Because art makes STEM better! Here are some of the concrete 
benefits of incorporating the arts into science: 

• It helps remove idea inhibition 
(there’s no wrong answer in 
art!).

• It focuses on the process which helps drive innovation.
• It teaches the power of 

observation, of people and your surroundings.
• It helps hone spatial awareness and mathematical concepts like geometry.
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You can LEarn more about STEAM Explorers here: 
LEftbraincraftbrain.COm/exploresteam
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https://facebook.com/leftbraincraftbrain
https://instagram.com/leftbraincraftbrain
https://leftbraincraftbrain.com/exploresteam
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MAKE

INSTRUCtiONS:

Supplies:

DIFFICULTY:
tiME:  30 minutes

• Template
• Paper
• Markers or colored pencils
• Paper Straws
• Scissors
• Clear tape
• Playdough

Birds use two things to make themselves fly: Lift 

& Thrust.  When air quickly moves across a bird’s 

wings, it creates a difference in pressure between 

the top and bottom of the wing, causing the wing 

(and the bird!) to rise or lift. The second thing that 

makes birds fly is thrust.  In order to get that fast 

moving air on the top of their wings, birds flap them.  

As they push their wings down creating thrust, the 

air speeds up and lift takes place.

WHAT’S ThE STEAM BEHIND IT?

Build a bird
That really FLies!BIRD FLYERSBIRD FLYERS

1. Print out template and color the 
feathers with markers or colored 
pencils. Want to design your own 
wings? Use the template as a pattern and 
cut plain paper.

2. Cut out along the outer black lines.
3. Attach the Wings piece to the middle of the 

straw with clear tape.
4. Fold Tail Piece 1 in half at the center dotted 

line. Then again at the dotted lines that run 
through the wings.

5. Place end of straw on Tail Piece 2 and tape 
securely.

6. Place folded Tail Piece 1 on top of Tail Piece 2 
so it lines up. Attach with clear tape.

7. Add a ball of playdough to the end of 
the straw in front of the wings to give 
the bird some weight.

8. Now fly!

Engineering often requires what’s called itera-
tion. Design, test, optimize, repeat. 
Here are some hints to help your 
bird fly better:
• Does it fly upside down? The tail piece 

might be crooked.
• Does it dive bomb? Try changing the 

amount of playdough on the nose.

TroubLEshooting:



BIRD FLYERS TEMPLATEBIRD FLYERS TEMPLATE
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Print. COlor. Cut out along The outer bLAck lines.
Attach to straw wiTh tape. Add pLAydough head. FLy!

wings

Tail piece 
2

Tail piece
1



WHAT’s ThE STEAM BEHIND IT?

NEED MORE ACtiVItiES? 
SUBSCRIBE TO STEAM EXPloRERS!

Explore wiTh us for 25% off!
Use The COde BIRDFLYERS

LEftbraincraftbrain.COm/exploresteam

https://leftbraincraftbrain.com/exploresteam


Here’s a peek at some of The
oTher amazing Things you’ll FInd inside 
a STEAM Explorers digital magazine and

The online project portal!

Exciting Projects
& REcipes

Helpful videos

Kid-safe Online
Project Portal

Bonus Resources
for The Adults

Click HERE to 
SUBSCRIBE TO

STEAM EXPloRERS!

fun PrintabLEs &
ARtiCLES


