STEM for Kids: Straw Rockets (with Free Rocket
Template)

& buggyandbuddy.com/straw-rockets-with-free-rocket-template/
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Here’s an easy way to make straw rockets using just a few materials. This project makes a
great addition to a unit on physics, space, the night sky, or things that fly and is also just fun
to do on a rainy day!

How to Make Straw Rockets
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This activity makes a great science exploration and is perfect for the classroom. Kids can
compare how different angles of the straw affect the distance the rocket travels or how adding
fins or folding the rocket in different ways can affect its flight.
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https://buggyandbuddy.com/straw-rockets-with-free-rocket-template/

Materials for Making Straw Rockets

e Straws

e Tape or glue dots

 Plastic pipettes (or straws with a larger diameter than the other set of straws)
e Markers, crayons, or colored pencils

e Scissors

¢ Free Rocket Template
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https://cdn.buggyandbuddy.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/r8wm.jpg
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0011N832C/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B0011N832C&linkCode=as2&tag=buggyandbuddy-20
https://www.amazon.com/Disposable-Plastic-Graduated-Transfer-Pipettes/dp/B00W4QJNYW/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1496766951&sr=8-1-spons&keywords=plastic+pipettes+3ml&psc=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=buggyandbuddy-20&linkId=98d61c117af8eee39fe3f30fa78c7ae9
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000GOZYRO/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B000GOZYRO&linkCode=as2&tag=buggyandbuddy-20
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-cVjZBMBNNXUVZfX0RLd2ZycWs/view?usp=sharing

Directions for Making Straw Rockets

1. Print out the free rocket template. Color the rockets and cut them out.

2. Cut the bottom off a plastic pipette and attach it to the back of a rocket using tape or glue
dots. (We love having a stash of plastic pipettes at home. They’re so fun to use with painting
and often come in handy for various science activities- like with our color arrays. And they're
super inexpensive!)
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-cVjZBMBNNXUVZfX0RLd2ZycWs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-cVjZBMBNNXUVZfX0RLd2ZycWs/view?usp=sharing
https://cdn.buggyandbuddy.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/1-21.jpg
https://www.amazon.com/Disposable-Plastic-Graduated-Transfer-Pipettes/dp/B00W4QJNYW/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1496766951&sr=8-1-spons&keywords=plastic+pipettes+3ml&psc=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=buggyandbuddy-20&linkId=98d61c117af8eee39fe3f30fa78c7ae9
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0011N832C/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B0011N832C&linkCode=as2&tag=buggyandbuddy-20
https://buggyandbuddy.com/art-kids-painting-watercolors-droppers/
https://buggyandbuddy.com/mixing-colors-color-array-using-a-tray-and-pipettes/

If you don’t have any plastic pipettes handy, you can use a straw instead. (Just make sure this
straw is wider than the other straw you’ll be using for launching.) Cut the straw to fit the
length of the rocket and tape one end shut so it’s completely sealed. Attach it to your rocket

with glue dots or tape.

3. Slip a straw into your pipette, and you’re ready to launch!

4/5


https://cdn.buggyandbuddy.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/3-4.jpg
https://cdn.buggyandbuddy.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/PicM5-6.jpg

4. Give your straw a big puff of air, and watch it take off!

Extending the Straw Rockets Science Activity

¢ How does the angle you launch your rocket affect the distance it travels? Try out
different angles and record the results.

e Can you design your own rockets to attach to the pipette or straw? Which designs work
better?

e Try adding another fin to your rocket with tape. How does it affect the flight of your
rocket?

5/5


https://cdn.buggyandbuddy.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/r7.jpg

