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It took Alla three long weeks to reach the Pulsar nebula where she was sent to repair one of Deep Space
Industry’s communications satellites. The sateliite was orbiting a small barren planet named Enlac. Thesa
satelites were Incredibly complicated and Alla was the only engineer skilled enough to repair them.

Ever since Alla was a iittie girl she'd always dreamed of becoming a space engineer. She loved to create
rew things and she was Fascinatad by science She also loved adventure Space engineers had the
chance to meet other life Forms and explore Far-ofF places

Alig's only companion on the mission was REN. a helper bot Alla built to help with the repalr: The bot ran
an artificial intelliigence system Alla coded herself. It was one of the best, but like all Al systems of the
time. It Just wasr’'t very-weilintelligent:
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What wae miseing” Alla spent years searching For the solution In Fact. she pondered this very question
as she and REN. prepared to exit thelr ship and repair the broken sateliite..
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ORBIT CHECK:
> ALL CLEAR
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| o Well REN. | _
orvit around Eniac ¢ ' " | made a Few acjjustments to
Hght next to the ‘ N \ \ your Al code Hopefully chlngs‘_"

sure am glad to have your
i\ comparny! Ready to Fix that
sateiite” ‘
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Tethered to her ship. Alla leaped out of the airiock. Floated through nothingress. and landed gracefully
onmmormcmrhacmmha—mmmuumom

Ok
REN. let's
kriock this orne
out quickly and
get home.

Unfortunately.
alammed Into the side of the sateliite Alia dodged
to Fix the satellite manually - without REN's help.

Alla was r'eﬂevedchac satellite was repaired but she couldrt shake her disappoirntment In the Al she
bulltForR,EN.ShddhmwsmFromm but thie time she/d--
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thoughts.

Still on the surface of the satellite. Alla turned to look at her ship, which was enguifed in white light: Alla
squinted to see three beams of biindingly bright light Focused on her ship, leaving red hot tralls behind
them as they moved across its surface
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She threw herseif Into the ship’'s airfock. not sure what
damage she would Find inside her ship.
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It was too late The ship was ofF course and beginming to lose speed in the
planet’'s thick methane atmosphere It was Falling out of ortit Fast: Too Ffast




Put the shields
up. RENS

we're Falling out
of orvbit!

With alarms blaring Alla attempted to override the navigational
computers as the ship dove towards the planet’'s surface

Alla struggled to manually land the crippled ship
on the cold rocky surface of planet Erdac.

| made it
In one plecea but
the ship wasrt
a8 lucky.

Ok Think. Alla.

think! | need to
555ess the damage and /-‘
repair the ship. Il take G|
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Alla turned her attention to her ship. The ship's computers were dowrt which meant no ravigation and no
commurication Life support was also down and-no oxygen!

Alla knew she would need to Find lce on the Frozen planet: Then
ghe could use the ship's electrolysls modula to resupply her
oxygert Only 8 hours of cxygen left. She'd have to move Fast

Alia jJumped In her hover speader and scanned the planet’s
surface For sigrns of ice




Alla searched aricl searched. One hour went by, but she Found nothing but & rocky. barren .
surface Another two hours passed Still nothing Alla began searching Further and Further away
From her ship. Four mora hours pagged. _

hour of oxygen

scanners are

plcking up atmospheric ‘

Computer—put
the vibratiorns through
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But that's
not possible! It's ~76'
e outside! The water should be

HIBIEIFIBININEEENEENREIREIEEa

did It come
From? This planet

is supposed to be
urinhabited
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The sournd
is coming From inside. |
need to find a way in.

Alla reached out and touched the wall As she : " :
dic. a massive saction of the wall siid ope RULTIAN
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Inside. Alla saw that the walls were lined with milliors upon millons of panale—stretching up as high as -
she could see and dowr! deeper than she could make out in the darkress. -
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Bl Alla stood in awe amid the roar of
Sl billions of click-clacking balle

Hopelessness washed over Alla.
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by a geotharmal pump at the planet’s core Alla picked
ore up. The baill was still warm to the touch

eriough time to
returm to the
Ship..
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This all
looks like some
sort of massive

computing

Alla wandered a maze of hallways lined with
panels From top to bottom. She drew shallow
braathe to extand her ¢ :

Shcwfcdwdecodemcmmsedmlmt
l&amnsive. mecharnical computer system.
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It locks

. ke these panels
arerft working property.
11 bet the alien was trying
to repair the machine. |
worider iF | can Fix
R

Near the allen balls and parte were strewn
about the Floor. It looked as though they came
From the paneis above them
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